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The Peruvian generals will 
arrive here on Thursday to 
seek U.S. Government approv- 
al of the purchase of Ameri- 
can supersonic jet aircraft. 

Lt. Gen. Alberto Lopez, Air 
Force Chief of Staff, and Maj. 
Gen. Pedro Sala, Director' of 
Air Force Operations, ex- 
pected to ask the U.S. to per- 
mit the sale to Peru of 7 or 
8 Northrup F-5 planes. 

Peruvian sources said Peru 
was already seriously consid- 
ering the purchase of the same 



number of British Lightnings, 
which are more sophisticated 
than the F-5s. If Peru pur- 
chased either of these aircraft, 
it would be the first Latin 
American nation to acquire 
supersonic planes. 

U.S. officials, while confirm- 
ing that the sale of aircraft 
will be discussed with the two 
generals, said that American 
policy is not to sell super- 
sonic planes' to the Latin na- 
I lions, though it is willing to 
sell subsonic aircraft. 

However, Peruvian sources 
said it was possible that the 
U.S. might approve the sale 
of supersonic aircraft pro- 
vided they were not delivered 
until 1969. If the U.S. refuses 


Peru is reported negotiating with the Northrop Corp, for the purchase of F-5 tactical fighters similar to these. 


to sell such planes even on 
this long-term basis, Peru may 
purchase 7 or 8 slower F-86s 
as a substitute. 

Though Peru currently ex- 
pects to buy the British Light- 
nings regardless of what it 
purchases from the U.S., it is 
regarded as possible that it 
might give up such plans if 
the U.S. agreed to sell the 
F-5s. Thus, Peru could buy 
any combination of Lightnings, 
F-86S, and F-5s, totaling 15 or 
16. Peruvians said there was 
little possibility that Peru 


would purchase Hawker Hunt- 
ers, the British equivalent of 
the F-5, since Lightnings would 
be preferable if Peru is to do 
business with Britain. 

The Peruvian sources said 
that negotiations for the pur- 
chase of Lightnings have been 
going on for several months, 
but British officials here 
maintained that no such talks 
were in progress. These offi- 
cials said approval of Light- 
ning sales abroad depended on 
the merits of each case. I 

Lighteniings would cost Peru 


over $1 million apiece, F-5s 
about $750,000. Seven or eight 
P-86s would amount to little 
more than $2 million in all. 

The U.S. has been trying to 
discourage sales of sophisti- 
cated planes to Latin nations, 
with some officials favoring 
such sales if necessary to keep 
them from buying elsewhere, 
and others pushing for a 


blanket refusal to sell even if 
they do look elsewhere. 

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy (D- 
N.Y.), has urged that all such 
sales be ended and that eco- 
nomic aid be reduced to Latin 
nations that spend money in 
other countries for these 
weapons. 


